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electric light is a black image of the bulb. After-images result
from a lag^in our sensory receptors.
Memory images, less vivid and accurate than after-images, are
duplicates of original sensations and perceptions which may
occur when we recall previous experiences.
Eidetic images are amazingly vivid, almost photographic, re-
productions of objects recently seen. They are common among
children but rare in adults.
Early research on imagery dealt with memory images almost
exclusively.
Early Theories of Imagery
In the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, psychologists
used the term "image" synonymously with "idea,55 "association,"
and "thought.55 They assumed memory and thinking involved
definite imagery. But they did not test their assumptions experi-
mentally.
DAVID HUME, a philosopher, distinguished between what he
called "impression55 on the one hand (later termed sensation or
perception) and image or idea, on the other. Impressions, said
Hume, occur in the presence of an object; images and ideas in
its absence. Impressions are vivid; images are faint copies of
original impressions. Today the distinction seems obvious. At
that time (1739) it was a striking departure from traditional
'thinking.
DAVID HARTLEY, a pioneer neurologist, believed images have
a bodily basis. Sensations cause nerve vibrations and arouse
miniature,, feeble vibrations in the brain, causing images. To
show the interdependence of sensations and images, Hartley cited
the positive after-image, really a persistence of sensation after the
stimulus ceases. Usually images are weaker than sensations,
though not always. In dreams, for instance, images may be as
vivid as actual sensations. Whether weak or strong, they originate
in the brain. Hartley claimed. Though even now little is known